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S there is but (a) one God and Father of all, one (,1 Ga. «x 
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Baith in the bond of peaceand (7)love unfained. WC Deu-18.15, 
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ſalvation, of the preſence of God, of his graces, of his (34793: 
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Mat.-28, 20. 
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, yea wonderfull, and even (4) ravilhing Heb 2. 7: 8. 


eſenſes ro conceive, much'more to behold, what then ro © A Tos. 
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Jountaine of the Eternal! God, the (ec) choſen Generation, Gu) Tiw.z.r5 
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e holy Nation, the peculiar people, the (f) Vineyard, the (c) 1cOr. 3,17, 


(4d) Ifa; z,z. 


) Garden encloſed, the Spring ſhur up, the ſealed Foun- Q lis 5.2. 
Ine, the Orchardof Pomgranats with ſweer fruits, the (b) 


(g) Song 4, 17. 
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5d. Re IO a + =. 
| Gicorinct cere andpure («) Teachers, carefull'and upright Elda}- 
-9b4 mh diligent and ruſty (g ) Deacons,loving and ſober (b) Relafa 
(x) A8,6, vers, humble, meeke, obedient, faithfult and loving peopllj 
_ \, g, very (z ) ſtone living, eleQ and precious,having his beaurk X 
| GY, Pet V5 his (+) burden, andhis (1) order,a ll bound to (») edify op 
Zch,14. 21, another, exhort, admoniſh, reptove, encourage, and comyi: 
tf hy ga one another; loving as to the members of their own natualſhs! 
Chip. ' body, fairhfull as in the fight and preſence of God, - \iWo 
(m) Heb. 19. No (a) Office here muſt be ambitiouſly affe&ted, no (b)lyw 
{ Fhef, a, 9. Wrongfully wreſted, or ( c ) willfully RY no ( 4) rni#3a 
Col. 3. 23. hid or perverted, (e) every one here hath freedom and pom 
: young 29 (not diſturbing the peaceable order of the Congregatingot 
0 ****routrer his complaints and griefes, and freely ro reproveſ#- 1 
(b) : Tim. 4 tranfgrefſion anderrors of any without witty Yor of perſigyvi 
& By 9!” Here is no intruſion or climing up another way intoteb 
{) « Cor. 5, Sheepfold, then (a) by the holy and free eleQtion of the Lag 
(d) ler-3-28 holy and free people, and that according ro the Lords ont 
& Os » nance, hnmbling themſelves by faſting and prayer before 
& 14,36. Lord, craving che direftion of his holy Spirit, for the cmſpHic 
_ FE 7- , andapproving of their gifrs, &c. | Ko! 
A&.1,23, & Thus they procced to ordination, by oC prayer” 
6,3.& 14223, which ation the (a) Apoſtles , or firſt Meffengers of 
@) Par+4 Chriſty uſing laying oft'of hanes , thus hath every one of 
(b)Lu,17, 3, people intereſt in the eleftion andordinarion of their Ofc: 
_—g 1617-25 allo in the adminiſtration of their Offices, non {b) mſi 
_ grefſion, offence, abuſe, -&c. having a ſpeciall care uf J 
unviolable order ofthe Congregation, as is aforeſaid. 
(a)Mar.5,19+ In this Congregation they have holy (a)lawes as limit 
* [ot tt bonds, which are to be pur in execuricn, that they mt 
x Tim. 3, Is preciſely kept, and arno hand tranſgrefſed. Theſe Lyg©! 
(c) 2 Tim, 2+ are fo complear, that they dire&them in all things, eſped alle 
(o)Tity Fs ,. in the choyce of every Officer , what kind of men they TN 
: Tin.4.2+ have, and how they muſt be qualified, Their Paftori -* 
be apt to (b)teach, no young Scholler , (c) able to divie y 
wordof Godaright (4) holding fait that faichfall woff ys 
truth, that he may be able to informe, exhorr , admonilbQF'Or 
rebake with wholſome Doarine, and to convince thole! 


oppoſe it. He muſt be a man that loveth goodnes, off72 
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FERMIEDe mogott ounhlefmrccke. gentle, and loy- At: 20. 
oy 47 br Bot $ e 4g 4 SIE | 1Pet.54i,2, 57 
; Me MOR. VEST: g16 Tpatience, compaſſion, labgqur, , 32336 
gnd difl1 RCe'; IA L alwaies be carcfull and watchfull i Tim, ot 
bretthe flock whereof the Lord hath made him an Overſeer, | 
with all willingaes and cheerefulneſſe, nor holding his Office $ « 
in reſpe& of perſons, bur doing his duty tocvery foule com- "Oe 
Emicced tohis charge,as he will anſwere to: the chiefe Paſtor 
of our Soules in the great day of his accounts. | | 
&  1.TheirTeachers alfo muſt be aptto tcach,able to dividethe 
word of God aright : He muſt be mighty in the Scriptures, 
Sable to convince the gaineſayers, and carefull ro deliver his 
$Doarine,pure, ſound, and p)aine, not with curioſity or atfe- 


tation, but ſo that ir may edify the moſt ſimple, approving ir 
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wy muſt be well reparted of for good workes, ſuch as 
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nouriſhed rheirChildren , ſuch as bal Ween harborourW@;; 
ftrangers : diligentrand ſerviceable to the Saints, compa; 
rate and helpfulF@.;them in adverſity, goes to Every py 
worke', continuing in ſupplicatigns and prayers , day 
in, + 1 T:7m.5,9, 10. 1-2 
heſe Officers muft firſt be dulyproved, then if they 
fonnd blamelefle, let chem adminiſter &c. 1 Tz. 2.10, 
Now as the perſons gifts, conditions, manners, life; q 
proofe of theſe Officers, are ſet downe by the holy Spirie/j 
are their Offices limited, fevered, and diverſe, 1 Cor. 12 
18.28. | ' 
' The Paſtors Office is to feed the Sheepe of Chr;#, int 
greene and wholeſome Paſtures of his blefſed word , and k 
them to the ſtill waters, even to the pure fountaine and 
of life : He muſt guide and keep thoſe Sheep,by that hean 
ly Sheepe:hooke and Paſtorall ſtaffe of the word of tn 
theteby drawing them to him, thereby looking intoth 
Soules, eveninto their moſt ſecret rhoughts, thereby diſe: 
ing their diftaſes, and thereby curingthem, applyingt 
very diſeaſe, a fir and convenient medicine, and- accordiny 
the quality and danger of the diſeaſe, giving warning tot 
Church, that they may orderly proceed inall the Cenſan 
Excommunication : Farther, he muſt by this Sheep-ho 
watch over and defend his Flock from ravenous Beaſts, 
the Wolfe , and take the little Foxes, &e. 'Pſal. 23. Leuh ©! 
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TC,11. Namb. 18,1. Ezech.44.,23,and33, and 34. 14 P 
I5. 48. 20. 28, I. Per. 5G I, 4 Zach. IIe7, Rev? S 
Luk. 12.42, 2 Cor.10. 4,5, Heb.4.12., Toh. 10. 11, 12. c 
2.15. q 


- The Teachers Office being already deſcribed, his ſped. 
care muſt be ro-build upon the onely true ground-we 
Gold, Silver, and pretious ſtones, that his work may inc 
the tryall of the fire, and by the light of the ſame fire, rent 
the Timber, Hay, and Stabble, of falſe and corrupt teach 
he muſt take diligent heed ro keepe the Church from ert 
Andfurther, he muſt deliver his Dodrine ſo plainely, fin 
andpurely, that the Church may be edified, and grow up 

ro him whichis the head, Chriſt Jeſus. x Cop. __ 


16.16. Ezech.23.1,2, %c. and 44, 24. 41.2.6. 1 Cor, 3, 1t. 
and 1.17. I Tim. 4,16, and 6,20, Fpheſ. 2.20, Heb,6.1. 1 
Pet. 2.2. | 
' "The Office of the Elders being expreſſed in their deſcripti- 
6n; their ſpeciall care muſt bee as well to ſee the ordinances 
of Godrruely taught andadminiſtred , as ſwell by the Preach- 
ing Elders, according to their duty, as that the remnant 
members of the Church, performe their parts of obedience 
# willingly andreadily : Iris their duty to fee the Congrega- 
tion holily and quietly ordered, and no way diſturbed, 
+ by the contentious, diſobedienr, froward, and obſtinare, yer 
not taking away the libertie of the leaſt , who ſtand for the 
mainrenance of the truth once given tothe Saints, bur np- 
holding the right of all, and wiſely judging of times and cir- 
cumftances. They muſt be ready affittants ro the Paſtor and 
Teachers, helping to bearetheir burden, bur not intruding 
into their Office. Num. 11.16, Dewut, 1.13.and 16.18, 2 
Chron. 19.8. Exod, 39, 42. 1T:m.3.15. 2 Tim. 1,13. 1 
Cor. 11: 16, and 14, 33. Gal. 2. 4, 5, 14. Col.4. 16.17. AFR.20. 
x Pet. 5,1. Rom. 12.9. 
' The Deacons Office is, faithfully to'garher and co]le& (by 
the ordinance of the Congregation) the goodand benevo- 
lence of the faithfull, and by the ſame direction, diligently 
and truſtily, to diſtribute them according to rhe neceflitie of 
the Saints: farther,they-muſt enquire and conſider of the pro- 
portion of the wants, both of the Officers, and other poore 
Saints, and accordingly relate nnto the Church, that proviſi- 
; on and releefe may be made in duetime, according to the 
Churches power, and theirneceſirie. 44. 6. Rom. 12.8. 
- The Widowes Officeis to miniſter to rhe ſick, lame, weary, 
anddiſeafed, inch helpfull comforts, and refreſhments, as be 
moſt needfall, by watching, attending, and helping them at 
& all times, efpecial)y- when rhey can leaft help themſelves : 
# likewiſe they muſt ſhew good example tothe youngerwomen, 
& in ſober, modeſt. and godly converſation, avoyding idlenes, 
vaine talke, and light behaviour. Rom. 12.8. I Tim. 5,9,8c. 
F Theſe Officers though they be diverſe and ſeverall, yet are 
ke fbcy not ſevcred, leaſt there ſhould be a diviſion in the body, - 


', fication, exhorration, and comfort , one of another, and 


but. they, are as members of. the naturall bady , having] 
ſame care one of anorher, joynrly doing their ſeverall dut 
in theirplaces, to the (ſervice of the Saints, and to the ec 
cation of the myſtical body of Jeſus Chreft, untill we all nai 
rogerther in unirie of faithunto a perfe& meaſure of the fyly 

oft Chrift, by whom all the body being thus coupled andy 
rogerher, every joyat for the furniture thereof, accordingyl 
the effeiuall power, which is inthe meaſure of cy TE a... 
receiveth increaſe ot the body, unto the edifying of ir {clin 

love, neither can any of theſe Offices be wanting withy 
grievous lameneſſe, and apparant deformity ofthe body, y; 
violent injury to the head Chrzſt Jeſus. Luk 9.46, 47, 
Joh, 13s 12.--=I7. I Cor. 12.12,25,28. Epbeſ.4. 11.12.13, 
In this Church is the heavenly harmony of the exerciſe 
Prophecy, where the variety and diverſity 'of Gods gifts 4 
graces in his Saintsare manifeſted , apy: tothe giftzalſo 
abilicies, that God bath given unto them, to the muruall ea. 


reſt of the body. Nam. Ll, 27, 28, 29, A#:13, 15. | 
thewhole, 1 Cor.14. Which exerciſe of Prophecy , is. 
firſt ordinance that the Lord commanded, and commended 
his Church, under the Goſpel, exhorring all his Saints to 
ſame, asthe moſt ſpeciall and excellent gitr, yea, andn 
needfull at all rimes, bur eſpecially when the Paſtor uM; 
Teacherarecither taken away a death,impriſoned or cxiliec 
Thus this heavenly Army of the milicant Saints is M 
ſhalled here on earth by theſe officers, under the conda( 
their moſt glorious and great Generall Teſus Chriſt, that vil 
rious Hzchael: thus it Marcheth in this moſt heavenly orh 
2nd gracious array againſt all enemies both corporall andh 
rituall, peaceable init ſelfas Jeruſalem, terrible to the ene! 
as an Army withBanners,triumphing over theirtyranny wi 
patience,over their cruelty with meeknes, &over death ith 
by rejoyciog in ſuffering, with joy unſpeakable and gloriaſe 
Thus $3 the blood of that ſpotles Lamb, & that word@a: 
their teſtimony , they are more then conquerors, bruiſingWar 
head of the Serpent, yea through the power. of his word 
have pawer to caſt down Satan like lightning ,to tread up 
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ind Scorplots, to afdowne frong holds, and everyhigh 
th hagi' exalterh ir (elfe avainff God and his Vt Bon 
eſus Chrift. The gates of Hell, andall the principalities and 
zowers in che world, ſhall nor prevaile againſt ir. Ro. 12. 
x Cor. 12, Reve. 14»>1, 2. Song 6.3, Reve, 12.11. Luk 10.18, 
9. 2 Cor. to, 5. Math. 16,18, Re-8.38,39. 
' Moreover he hath given tothem the keyes of the Kingdom 
hat whatſoever rhey bind onearth, acgording to his word, 
hall be bound in heaven,and whatſoever they looſe on earth, 
z11 be looſed in heaven. Mar. 16, 19, Toh. 20, 23. Hat. 18.18. 
Now this power which (hr: hath given to his Church, 
nd to every member thereof to keep it in order, he hath nor 
fc it to their diſcretians, and luſts to be uſed or negleGted, 
oryet made more, lefle, orotherwiſe as they will , but in his 
ſt will andreſftament, he hath ſer down both an order of pro- 
ceding and an endto which itis nſed, Afath. 16,16, 19,a8d 
WD; 15, 16, 17, 18, and 28,20, Dent. 12,31, 32, Reve. 22,18.19. 
If the fault be private, holy and loving admonition and 
pproofe is tobe nſed, with an earneſt deſire and inward care 
d win their Brocher, but he will not heare , yer to taketwo, 
Sr chree other Brethren withhim , whom he knoweth tobe 
oft meer for that purpoſe, thatby the mouth of two or 
Wicee witneſſes, every word might be confirmed: and ifhe 
falſe tro heare them, then -to declare the matter to the 
hurch, which ought (in love to God, and the party , and ha 
Jrothe ſin) ſharply to reprehend , gravely to admoniſh, 
d lovingly to -erfivade the partyoffending ſhewinghim the 
iynouſnes of his offence, and the danger of his obſtinacie, 
gd the fearcfoll' jadgements of the Lord, Leve. 19. 17. 18. 
Wath.18.15. Dext.19.15- IMath, 18,16. 
"Notwithſtanding all this, the Churchis 'not to hold him as 
ey enemy, bur pray for him'as a Brother , and exhort him 
th the Spirit of meekeneſle, proving ifat any time the Lord 


k lgive him repentance, and bring him our of the ſnare of 
10 Divel : forthis poweris notgiven them ro the deſtruttion 
rlFany,but tothe edification of all, 2 Theſ.3. 18. 2+ Cor. 10. 
2,0 72 il cf 00 hh 7 
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{ Kf this le not e#-draw him to repentarice , then arc they in the nar 
power of the Lord:Jetus, with the whole Congregation, revyerently in prayer 
ceed to excommiuinication, that is, tothe caſting of him our of their Cong ; 
and Fellowſhip, covenant and protetion of whe Lord, for his diſobedience.'s 
ſtinacy,and committing him to Saran, for the deſtruion of the fleſh, thatth 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, it ic be his good will and pleaſure.” 
78. x7."1 Cor: 5.11, LI | - + of 
Then they are to warne the whole Congregation, and all other fruitfull 
hold him as a Heathen, and publican, and ro abſtaine themſelyes from his ſocil 
not to eate or drink with him, &c, unlefle it be thoſe which of neceſſity mul 
as his Wife, Children, and Family:yet theſe (as well as others if they beme 
the Churchyare not to joyne with him in any ſpirirual exerciſe. Mat. 18.17,1 6G 
If che ofteace be publik, the party is publiklyto be reproved and almonithed 
then repent riot,to proceed to excommunication as aforeſaid, 1 Tum. Fo 2< 
I4. loſh, 7,19," z Cor. 7,9. 
T he repentance of the party muſt be propertionable to the Offence, that is 
Oftence be publik, the repentance muſt be publike; if private, the repentancey 
privare, humble, ſubmiſſive, ſorrowfull, unfained , giving glory to the Lo 
9.17, 18, Pro, 10.12, Rom. 12.19, and I3, 10, and 14, Is i 
There muſt begreat care had of admonitions and repre benfions, that th 
captious,or curious, finding fault where none is,neither yet in bitterneſle or! 
nor deridinglyto inſule, as if themſelves vere withour fault, for that werete 
rather then ſave our Brother , bur they muſt be carcſully done with prayerg 
fore, they muſt beſcaſoned with truth, gravity, love and peace, Math, 1 
Is, 8. Gal. 6, 1, 2. 2 Tim. 2, 24. Mark 9,50.  Ephel. 4, 29, Iam. 55 
Moreover in this Church is a ſpeciall care to be had of offences, the tre 
. not. to offend the yweake, nor the weake to judge the ftrong , thur all £ ce 
. to the ſervice and edification ob-gachotHtr in leave, and long ſufferi 
7-1 Pro, 10 iy, Rom, 14,13, 19, Gal. 4 | 
- In this Congregation though it confft but of two or three, is the wor 
Pucel eaught,& ſurely kept,here is the Covenant,the (cales,and promiſe 
the glory, the preſence,the worſhip of God &c. / Gen, 17,ch, Lev, 26.1% 
72? 3s a 42 28; and 6, 16, Ia, 60,15, Deut, 44 12513,1a,56.7, 'r Tin 
as Fly ©, | | | 
$0 into this bleſſed Church which is heaytn upon earth , there ought 
any uncleane thing, and if any creep- in aid be difcovered ,.ro be ſpeedily! 
neitherwharſoeyer worketh abhominartians or.lyes ought to enter, bur 60 
be of hvly converſation , and whoſe names are written in the Lambs be 
Tia. 52, 1, Ezck, 44, 9. Tay 32,8, Zach 145 2:1, Revecz1 279. - - 
. -Buc withont this Congregation and hegvenly fociety ſhall be Dogs aude 
and Whotemongers, and murderers, aadJdolaters,and whoſoc er forall a 
lyes, Rom, 23 9,Reve, 225315» - 25% , 
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Tf this prevaile not ts draw him to repentance , then are they in the mari 
power of the Lord jetus, with the whole Congregation, reverently in prayer 
cecd to excommunication, that is, tothe caſting of him cur of their Congrep 
zn4 Fellowſhip, covenant and protetion of rve Lord, for his diſobedience. at 
ſtinacy,and committing him to Saran, for the deſtruftion of the fleſh, thatthe 
may be ſaved 1a the day ofthe Lord Jeſus, if ic be his good will and pleaſure, *| 
78. 17. 1 Cor:5.101, of 

Thea they are to warne the whole Congregation, and all other fruitfull pe 
hold him as a Henthen, and publican, and to abſtaine themſelves from his ſocig 
not to exte or drink with him, &c, unlefle it be thoſe which of neceſſity muſt 
as his Wife, Children, and Family:yer theſe (as well as others 1t they be memh 
the Church)are not to joyne With him in any ſpirirual exerciſe Mat.18.17,1 Ci 

Ifihe oftence be pablik, the party 1s publikly to be reproved and almonithe( 
7!10n repent not,to proceed to excommunication as aforeſaid, I Tum. F, 20, ( 
14. loſh, 7,19, 2 Cor. 7,9. 

T he repentance of the party muſt be proportionable to the Offence, that is, 
Oftence be publik, the repentance muſt be publike; if private, the repenrancet 
private, humble, ſubmiſſive, ſorrowtull, unfained , giving glory to the Lonk 
19.17, 18, Pro, 10.12, Rom. 12.19,and I3, 10, and 14, I. | 

There muſt begreat care had of admonitions and reprebenfions, that th(þ 
captious,or curious, Andiog fault where none is neither yet in bitterneſle or ot 
nor deridingly to inſult, as if themſelves were without fault, for that were tol 
rather then fave our Brother , bur they muſt be careſully done with prayer g 
fore, they muſt beſcaſoned with truth, gravity, love and peace, Math, 18 
16, 8. Gal. 6, 1, 2. 2 Tim. 2, 24. Mark 9,50. Ephel. 4, 29, Iam. 5,15 

Moreover in this Church is a ſpeciall care to be had of oftences, the tra 
not to offend the ye3ke, nor the weake to judge the ftrong , tbur all grace: 
given to the ſervice and edification of- eactr. other in love, and long ſafferid 
I7,1 Pro, Io LL, Rom, I 43 I'J5 I9, Gal, 6, 2, 

In this Congregation though it confiſt bur of two or three, is the word 
purely taught, & ſurely kept,here is the Covenant,the ſeales,and promiles;t! 
the glory, the preſence,the worſhip of God &c. Gen. 17,ch, Lev, 26.1 
IC 3, Gal, 4, 28, and 6, 16, Iſa, 60,15, Dcut, 4, 12,13,1(a,56-7, x Tit 

a, F2, 8. 4 

$o into this bleſſed Church which is heaven upon earth , there ought ne 
any uncleane thing, and if any creep in and be diſcovered, to be ſpeedily 
neither wharſoeyer worketh abhominations or lyes ought to enter, bur eng 
be of holy converſation , and whoſe names are written in the Lambs bot 
Iſa. 52,1, Ezck, 44,9. Iay 32,8, Zach,14,:1, Reveczr 27. 

Bur without this Congregation and heavenly ſociety ſhall be Dogs audt 
and Whotemongers, and murderers, ard Idolaters,and wholocver Freed 
lyes, Rom, 2, 9,Reve, 22315» 
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